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Announcements
NRCS Announces National Water Quality Initiative 
Applications due March 15, 2013, Agricultural Producers 
located in priority watersheds will be able to participate
Acting State Conservationist Doris Washington announced 
applications are being accepted through March 15, 2013, for the 
National Water Quality Initiative in three Arkansas watersheds in 
portions of Jefferson and Lincoln counties.

Eligible producers in Cousart Bayou-Little Cypress Bayou, Upper 
Deep Bayou and Lower Deep Bayou watersheds will invest in 
voluntary conservation actions to help provide cleaner water for their 
neighbors and communities.  The selected watersheds were identified 
with help from the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission (ANRC), 
Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ), Arkansas 
Association of Conservation Districts (AACD), University of Arkansas 
and other partners.

The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
manages the initiative by making funds available to farmers, ranchers 
and forest landowners in the selected watersheds.

“NRCS is committed to improving impaired watersheds located within 
the Bayou Bartholomew watershed in Arkansas,” Washington said.  

http://watersustainability.wordpress.com/conservation-corner-archive/
http://watersustainability.wordpress.com/conservation-corner-archive/
http://watersustainability.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/conservationcorner2-2_full.pdf
http://watersustainability.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/conservationcorner2-2_full.pdf


“The Water Quality Initiative will further NRCS’ partnership efforts to 
improve water quality using voluntary actions on private lands.”

Using funds from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, 
NRCS will provide technical and financial assistance to producers to 
install conservation practices such as cover crops, filter strips and 
tailwater recovery systems in watersheds with impairments where the 
federal investment can make a difference to improve water quality.

Arkansas’s three watersheds were selected based on the high amount 
of sediment and total phosphorus concentration that flow into 
tributaries of the Bayou Bartholomew watershed.  Deep Bayou and 
Jacks Bayou, which flow through the watersheds, have been identified 
as impaired waterways because of excessive levels of siltation 
primarily from agricultural practices.  The three watershed total 62,473 
acres in parts of Jefferson and Lincoln counties.

1 Cousart Bayou-Little Cypress Bayou – This 23,763 acre 
watershed has 27 miles of streams and 51 miles of canals and 
ditches.  The watershed has mixed land uses of crops (74.8 
percent), forest (12 percent), grass (9.4 percent) and urban (2.3 
percent).  Based on results from the Soil and Water Assessment 
Tool (SWAT), Cousart Bayou is listed by ANRC as high priority 
based on sediment and total phosphorus concentration.

2 Upper Deep Bayou – This 16,593 acre watershed has 33 miles 
of streams and 3 miles of canals and ditches.  The watershed 
has mixed land uses of crops (46.1 percent), forest (30.4 
percent), grass (17.4 percent) and urban (3.2 percent).  Based 
on SWAT results, the watershed is listed by ANRC as high 
priority based on total phosphorus concentration.

3 Lower Deep Bayou – This 17,177 acre watershed has 23 miles 
of streams and 42 miles of canals and ditches.  The watershed 
has mixed land uses of crops (68.7 percent), forest (16 percent), 
grass (13.4 percent) and urban (1.2 percent).  Based on SWAT 
results, the watershed is listed by ANRC as high priority based 
on total phosphorus concentration.

Two landowner meetings are being held Feb. 27. The first is at 10 
a.m. at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff in the S.J. Parker 



Extension Complex.  The second is at 1 p.m. at the C&L Electric Co., 
900 Church Street in Star City.

NRCS accepts applications for financial assistance on a continuous 
basis throughout the year.  Remember to check with your local NRCS 
office to see if you are located in a selected watershed.  All 
applications for funding consideration, during this fiscal year, must be 
received by March 15, 2013.  This summer, NRCS will notify all 
applicants of the results and begin developing contracts with selected 
applicants.

Courtesy of www.ar.nrcs.usda.gov.
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USDA Official Travels to Arkansas, Highlights Department 
Efforts to Protect White River Watershed
USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment Ann Mills today joined Deputy Secretary of the Interior 
David J. Hayes, Senator Mark Pryor, Congressman Tim Griffin, and 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Army (Civil Works) 
Terrence “Rock” Salt to announce the designation of the White River 
Watershed National Blueway. In support of the designation, USDA will 
invest $22 million in soil and water conservation projects in the 
watershed.

“The designation of the White River watershed as a National Blueway 
demonstrates the Obama Administration’s continued commitment to 
the protection of public and working lands that are crucial to the 
growth and revitalization of rural America,” said Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack. “The resources made available through this designation 
will support and promote needed conservation efforts and bolster 
valuable economic growth and job creation in years to come.”

Healthy rivers and watersheds provide outdoor recreation, clean 
water, flood and drought protection, and other valuable economic, 
social and ecological services. The National Blueways System seeks 
to sustain and enhance these services providing long-term value for 
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the American people. As part of President Obama’s America’s Great 
Outdoors Initiative to establish a community-driven conservation and 
recreation agenda for the 21st century, designation as a National 
Blueway will help coordinate ongoing federal, state, and local partners 
to promote best practices, share information and resources, and 
encourage active and collaborative stewardship of rivers and their 
watersheds across the country.

Flowing for 722 miles from its headwaters in the Ozarks to its mouth at 
the Mississippi River, the White River drains a watershed spanning 
17.8 million acres across 60 counties in two states. It is home to 1.2 
million people who rely on the economic impact that recreation, 
tourism, agriculture, and commerce along these rivers provide to 
watershed communities. The White River is an important part of the 
wildlife-related economies of Arkansas and Missouri, which statewide 
accounted for $1.8 billion and $2.8 billion in 2011, respectively

In recognition of the designation, NRCS, working with its Conservation 
Partners to establish priorities, will commit more than $22 million to 
soil and water conservation in counties located within the White River 
watershed through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP). Approximately $13 million of those funds will be directed to 
pasture land to provide soil and water conservation needs that arose 
from the drought in 2012.

In addition to these new investments, NRCS continues significant 
restoration work including restoration of over 82,000 acres of the 
native Bottomland Hardwood Forest ecosystem.  Together with The 
Nature Conservancy, NRCS has set a goal of restoring an additional 
18,000 acres of Bottomland Hard Wood Forest. This includes a 1,200 
acre tract of  restored with TNC funds and a portion purchased by the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission for public use as a part of the 
Sheffield Nelson-Dagmar Wildlife Management Area. The remainder is 
being purchased by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of Cache 
River National Wildlife Refuge.

On the Cache River portion of the White River Watershed, NRCS is 
working with local conservation districts to target almost $600,000 



funds for soil conservation efforts in an area that has been identified 
as the greatest contributor of sediment to the Cache River.

Additionally, the USDA Forest Service manages more than 1 million 
acres of federal forest land within the boundary of the Blueway, and is 
engaging in dozens of projects aimed at improving habitat within the 
watershed.

Courtesy of NRCS.
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Upcoming Events:  Arkansas Water Resources Center 
Annual Watershed and Research Conference
The Arkansas Water Resources Center Annual Watershed and 
Research Conference will take place May 14 and 15 in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  This Conference will feature 104(b) Research Impacts and 
Ecosystem Design and will be followed by the Ecological Design in the 
Ozarks Workshop May 15 – 17, also in Fayetteville.

This workshop will satisfy the workshop requirement for the Certified 
Ecological Designer program of the American Ecological Engineering 
Society and Continuing Education Credits will also be available.  For 
more information, contact the Arkansas Water Resource Center at 
479-575-4403.
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Watershed Focus: Bayou Boeuf
The Bayou Boeuf Watershed lies within the Ouachita River Basin in 
southeast Arkansas and encompasses portions of six counties: 
Ashley, Chicot, Desha, Drew, Jefferson and Lincoln counties. A portion 
of the watershed extends into northern Louisiana. The 2011 Bayou 
Boeuf Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) Project is a voluntary 
program designed to address water quality concerns in the Bayou 
Boeuf Watershed through the provision of financial and technical 
assistance to agricultural producers in Ashley and Chicot counties.
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Map of Bayou Boeuf Watershed;

Courtesy of NRCS.

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in 
partnership with the

Arkansas Association of Resource Conservation and Louisiana 
Association of Conservation Districts has received funding for this 
initiative. Funding is available for landowners in portions of Ashley and 
Chicot counties in Arkansas and Morehouse and West Carroll 
parishes in Louisiana. Collaborating partners are the Southeast 
Arkansas Resource Conservation and Development Council, 
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff Center for Aquaculture and 
Fisheries, Northeast Delta Resource Conservation and Development 
Council, Ashley County Conservation District, Chicot County 
Conservation District, Morehouse Parish Conservation District, West 
Carroll Parish Conservation District and Louisiana State University 
Master Farmer Program.

Project Goal
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The project goals are to improve nutrient management in the 
watershed, particularly the application and utilization of nitrogen and 
phosphorus, reduce nutrient loads entering the watershed, maintain 
agricultural productivity, enhance wetlands, improve fish and wildlife 
habitat benefits, and improve water quality and biological health in 
streams.

The Big Bayou, Boeuf River, Choctaw Bayou and Cypress Creek are 
major streams in the watershed area.

Conservation Practice Funding
Funding will be available to eligible landowners through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive Program (WHIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP). NRCS will provide cost-share for a variety of conservation 
practices for the purpose of reducing the amount of nutrient runoff and 
soil erosion associated with agricultural production. Land and 
producer eligibility, adjusted gross income, and all other program 
criteria for participation must be me to participate in this initiative. 
Agricultural lands are eligible for enrollment in the initiative.

How to Apply for MRBI
NRCS and associated conservation partners will deliver this program 
collaboratively. Applications may be obtained and filed with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service at

Ashley County
Hamburg FSC
310 N. Cherry
Hamburg, AR 71646
870-853-9881, ext. 3

Chicot County
Lake Village FSC
3219 Hwy. S 65 & 82
Lake Village, AR 71653
870-265-2608, ext. 3

Morehouse Parish
Bastrop FSC



9600 Marlatt St.
Bastrop, LA 71263
318-218-1561

West Carroll Parish
Lake Providence FSC
406 Lake St.
Lake Providence, LA 71254
318-559-2640

Approved Conservation Practices
327 Conservation Cover
329 Residue and Tillage Management, No-till
340 Cover Crop
342 Critical Area Planting
345 Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till
346 Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till
356 Dike
382 Fence
386 Field Border
390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover
391 Riparian Forest Buffer
410 Grade Stabilization Structure
430 Irrigation Pipeline
436 Irrigation Reservoir
449 Irrigation Water Management
472 Access Control
484 Mulching
490 Forest Site Preparation
512 Forage and Biomass Planting
516 Pipeline
528 Prescribed Grazing
533 Pumping Plant
561 Heavy Use Area Protection
578 Stream Crossing
587 Structure for Water Control
590 Nutrient Management
607 Surface Drainage



612 Tree and Shrub Planting
614 Watering Facility
643 Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats
645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
646 Shallow Water Development and Management
657 Wetland Restoration
646 Shallow Water Development and Management

Article adapted from the NRCS.
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Arkansas Crops Blog
Post-storm farm cleanup safety tips by Michael 
Freyaldenhoven, Program Technician, Agrability
Chainsaws are a great tool around the farm and unfortunately, can be 
a very dangerous one also.  After the recent snow and ice storm, 
chainsaw use is in high gear.  Here are a few basic chain saw safety 
tips:

Personal protection and clothing are important

1 Use eye protection, a helmet and full face shield is preferred
2 Always use hearing protection
3 Use leather gloves
4 Wear trim-fitting clothing free of loose edges
5 Use chainsaw chaps to protect your legs
6 Work boots with high tops and steel toes are best

Saw operation

1 Make sure the saw is in good working order and the chain stays 
at the proper tension

2 Never work alone
3 Maintain good balance and secure footing
4 During operation, always hold the saw firmly with both hands
5 Clear away dirt, debris, small tree limbs and rocks from the saw’s 

path
6 Do not cut limbs with the nose of the guide bar
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7 Cut only one log at a time
8 Never use a chainsaw on an insecure support such as a ladder
9 Do not cut above shoulder height
10 Avoid working at night
11 Do not refuel a hot saw
12 Do not operate the saw indoors or in poorly ventilated conditions
13 Avoid operating under the influence of alcohol or drugs (including 

some prescription drugs)
By following these simple precautions, you and your chainsaw will get 
the job done in the safest possible way.

Make safety a priority for farm kids by Michael Freyaldenhoven, 
Program Technician, Agrability

Did you know that in 2011 there were over 2.2 million farms in the 
United States and approximately 1.03 million youth under the age of 
19 were living on those farms?

Farms can be a wonderful and exciting environment for children, 
but without proper training and supervision, they can also be 
dangerous.  Here are some statistics that you might not be aware 
of:

1 Each year over 100 youth die from farm related injuries, with 
most deaths occurring in the 16 – 19 year age group.

2 Of these deaths 23% involve machinery including tractors, 19% 
were caused by motor vehicles including ATVS, and 16% were 
the result of drowning.

3 Male youth incurred most of those injuries at the rate of 
approximately 67%.

Parents and educators have made great strides in teaching and 
protecting our youth over the past 10 to 13 years.  As a result of these 
efforts, farm-related injuries to youth dropped by more than 57% 
between 1998 and 2009; from 16.6 per 1000 farms to 7.2 per 1000 
farms.  These statistics, while encouraging, should not keep us from 
continuing to work hard at preventing all tragic incidents involving 
children on the far.  Please continue working to keep our youth 
safe and happy on the farm.

Article courtesy of Arkansas-Crops.com.
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Focus on Conservation:
Tree and Shrub Planting – Practice 612
The establishment of woody plants by planting seedlings or cuttings, 
direct seeding, or natural regeneration provides a number of benefits, 
including

1 Forest products such as timber, pulpwood, and energy for 
biomass

2 Wildlife habitat
3 Long-term erosion control and improvement of water quality
4 Treating waste
5 Storing carbon in biomass
6 Energy conservation
7 Improving or restoring natural diversity
8 Enhancing aesthetics.

When considering using Tree and Shrub Planting – Code 612, to gain 
any of these benefits, a number of considerations must be taken for 
success to be achieved.

1 Consider site conditions and purposes when selecting the 
composition of species.

2 Do not use locally invasive or noxious species.
3 Plan for adequate planting or seeding rates to achieve planned 

purpose.
4 Plan planting dates to ensure planted materials have an 

acceptable survival rate.
5 Use only viable, high-quality and adapted planting stock or seed.
6 Properly prepare sites (refer to practice Code 490)
7 Use appropriate planting techniques and timing for the site and 

soil conditions.
8 Base the acceptability and timing of coppice regeneration on 

species, age and diameter.
9 Protect the planting from plant and animal pests and fire.  Refer 

to Code 595.



10 Evaluate each site to determine if mulching, supplemental water 
or other cultural treatments are needed to assure adequate 
survival and growth.

11 When considering species used to treat waste, ensure the 
species has fast growth characteristics, extensive roots systems, 
high nutrient uptake capacity and tolerance of the planned 
effluent.

12 Favor planting species native to the site and create a 
successional state that can progress to the potential natural plant 
community.

13 Carbon sequestration is enhanced as trees and/or shrubs 
mature and soil organic matter increases, thus species and plant 
communities that attain biomass more quickly will sequester 
carbon faster.  Select plants with higher growth rates and 
potential for carbon sequestration.

14 Comply with minimum standards established by the American 
Nursery and Landscape Association, Forest Service, or state-
approved nursery.  Give priority to plant materials that have been 
selected and tested in tree/shrub improvement programs.

15 Use diverse species combinations to best meet the locally native 
wildlife and pollinator needs.

16 Landscape plantings should consider foliage color, season and 
color of flowering, and mature plant height.

17 Plan for future access lanes in the arrangement and spacing of 
trees and shrubs.

18 If underplanting, plant trees before overstory removal to ensure 
full establishment.

For information on Tree and Shrub Planting, contact your local 
conservation district or County Extension office.

 Article adapted from NRCS.

– Mike Daniels
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